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Introduction to Worship 
 
 
 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. 
We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying 
God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as 
his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through 
Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the 
center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion (virtually) with  
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 

(Please read this before worship begins.) 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in virtual Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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 Virtual Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 

manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  
 As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 

proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 

world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 

service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 

how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we 

partake of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His 
promises of forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

Pastor Randy 

 
The Gathering 

Please mute Zoom on your computer. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who is present, who gives life, 
 who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
C Amen. 
 
P If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. 
 We confess that we have turned away from you, 
 knowingly and unknowingly. 
 We have wandered from your resurrection life 
 We have strayed from your love for all people. 
 Turn us back to you, O God. 
 Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
 that we may find what is pleasing to you 
 and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 
P Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
 “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 
 All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, 
 who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
C Amen. 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 
 nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 
 and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 

The Word 
 

L A reading from Isaiah. 
 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been 
struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s 
understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 
 

 9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
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 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
 
L A reading from Philippians. 
 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how 
God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand 
God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Jesus enters Jerusalem 
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1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through 
the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were 
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                               Pastor Mike Vinson 
 

 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW (red), hymn 351, verses 1, 3, and 4:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  

 and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

A Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
 who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us 
 bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption. Hear 
 us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened 
 habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find 
 ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to 
 leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and 
 those who face execution. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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A God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt. Heal 
 the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all 
 who cry out for relief, especially those families who are dealing with the death of a loved one due to 
 COVID-19, those who have the virus, those dealing with separation from loved ones because of the 
 virus. Show your redemption to those dealing with being laid off from their jobs and the uncertainty 
 that brings and students traveling back home and those separated from family or friends and activities, 
 Come quickly  with your hope. Hear us, O God.  
C Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or 
 pain, especially Herb Ohm, Candy English, Joe Herrington, Jason Giani, Fil & Shirley Cardella, 
 Rosalie & Paul Huetteman, Chuck Doidge, Mary Walter, Jeff Williams, John Engler, Beth Burnett, 
 Denise Myers, Pr. Judy Follis, Barb Krutz, Christie Hammer Wright, Tom Gilbert, Charlotte Erdmann, 
 Donna Lewis, Jesse Skaggs, Carol Welker, John Wott, Katie Gascho, health care workers, Megan & 
 Andrew, Ben Behnke, Nicole (Friend of Vicki Miils) Barbora and Marek, Kim Beiry (Friend of Holly 
 Black) Joe , Lynn, Connor and Mason Brocious (friend of the Schroeders) Bob Kochon, Lanny Wilson, 
 and the family and friends of Carol Squillace and Patty Mallett (aunt and cousin of Carl Huetteman). 
 Fill us  with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us,  
 O God.  
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things, show 
 us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others. 
 Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
 

A God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven 
 and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Hear us,  
 O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; 
 through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
Peace 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

 

The Meal 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in virtual Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 
 Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 

small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 

 Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 

 If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread first 
and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of Christ shed 
for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  
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 The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
once they are consecrated are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or down 
the drain.  

 
 
Offering:  Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you have 
 not checked out our website and "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your opportunity. 
 (John  Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving option if you wish to 
 contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
A Holy and generous host, 
 you set a table where we feast as friends. 
 Prepare us to witness to your goodness 
 with every gift you have given us to share, 
 that all people may know your peace 
 through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
 praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death 
 gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
 name and join their unending hymn: 
 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
 and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P So come to this table, you who have faith and you who would like to have faith; you who have been 
 here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have tried to follow Jesus and you who 
 have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
 
 
Lamb of God 
 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen. 
 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,  
 keep and unite us, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
A We thank you, living God, 
 for the body and blood of your Son, 
 which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 
 As Christ has loved us in this feast, 
 so send us to love Christ in our neighbors. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
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The Sending 
 
 

Sending Hymn:  ELW (red), hymn 783:  Praise and Thanks and Adoration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing 
P Now is the acceptable time. 
 Now is the day of salvation. 
 Holy God, 
 speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 
 + bless you, unbind you, 
 and send you in love and in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
If you wish to stick around, the Zoom meeting will continue for a virtual “Coffee Hour”. 
 
Liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  
iu1randy@gmail.com OR randy@osluth.org 
 
Worship Assistants 
Musician:  Beth Dana; Assisting Minister:  Emily Ohland; Lector:  Kathy Heise; A-V Specialist:  Bob Nielsen 


