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Welcome to our Advent worship series, Prepare Ye. Each week in this series we 
will contemplate the many ways we prepare ourselves for the coming of the 
Christ Child on Christmas. In our worship for today we will consider ways in 
which we can ponder the meaning of the birth of our Savior through the reading 
of Scripture and through reflection. Mary serves as a model for us in this pon-
dering in the Annunciation. 

We ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple. Psalm 48:9 
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The Gathering 
 

(Please read this before worship begins.) 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we 
partake of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His 
promises of forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

Pastor Randy 

 
 
 

Prelude Music 
 

O Lamb of God    setting, Anne Krentz Organ 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      Charles Callahan 
People, Look East      Robert J. Powell (Duet: Beth Dana & Sara Behnke) 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came     Anne Krentz Organ (Duet: Beth Dana & Sara Behnke) 
 
Invocation and Call to Worship 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 
C Be strong and courageous, be careful to live according to everything Moses commanded. 
 

P Do not let God’s Word depart from your mouth. 
C But meditate on it day and night. 
 

P Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
C Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts  
 because nothing is impossible with our God! 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

P Blessed are you, God of Moses, for you give us courage and strengthen us not to be frightened or 
 dismayed, for you are with us wherever we go. Teach us your way of peace. Let the peace of Christ 
 rule in our hearts as we prepare for Advent.  
 As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us 
 to live honorably, guide us along your path of peace as we ponder anew the meaning of your coming. 
 O house of Jacob, come, 
C let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
 
C (Sung) Come now, O Prince of Peace, unveil your myst’ry 
 We wait Lord Jesus, pondering your presence. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P Almighty God, because nothing is impossible with you, we come into your presence confessing our 
 sin, confident of your mercy and forgiveness. For lack of reverence; for calculating minds; for going 
 along with the majority— 
C O Christ, forgive us. 
 

P For selfishness that dares not face truth; laziness content with half-truth; for artificial life and 
 worship— 
C O Christ, forgive us. 
 

P For self-indulgence; for being pompous and puffed up with self-importance— 
C O Christ, forgive us. 
 

P For cynicism about our fellow Children of God; for cruel indifference; for being satisfied with things as 
 they are and failing to trust that with you nothing is impossible— 
C O Christ, forgive us. 
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P For token concern for the poor, the lonely and the loveless people; for confusing faith with good 
 feelings— 
C O Christ, forgive us. 
 

P For everything in us that hides your divine power— 
C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
 

P Hear the good news! Because of his death and resurrection, Jesus is our Savior. The Lord God has 
 given to him the throne of his father David. Jesus reigns over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
 kingdom there will be no end. Therefore, you are fully and forever forgiven in Jesus’ name.  
C Nothing is impossible with our God! 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 
 dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign 
 with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 

The Word 
 
 

L A reading from the book of Joshua. 
 

Joshua 1:7-9 
 

7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant 
Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make 
your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. 9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 48: 9-14 
 

9 We ponder your steadfast love, O God, 
    in the midst of your temple. 
10 Your name, O God, like your praise, 
    reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Your right hand is filled with victory. 
11     Let Mount Zion be glad, 
let the towns of Judah rejoice 
    because of your judgments. 
12 Walk about Zion, go all around it, 
    count its towers, 
13 consider well its ramparts; 
    go through its citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
14     that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
    He will be our guide forever. 
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L A reading from the book of Colossians. 
 

Colossians 3:15-17 
 

15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.17 And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?  35 The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Children’s Sermon 

 
 
Sermon    “Pondering God’s Greeting”       Pastor Randy Schroeder 
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Hymn of the Day:  ELW (red), hymn 490, verses 1, 2, 3 only:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

A Heavenly God, we have a lot in common with Mary. When we consider the enormity of the promises 
 you have made accompanying the birth of Jesus, we also ask, “How will this be?” To which you 
 answer back in your Word,  
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A Adonai, every promise you have made about Jesus and our redemption purchased through his shed 
 blood and empty tomb will happen. Indeed, your great and glorious promises are always “Yes and 
 Amen.” And so we confess,  
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A Jesus, on your Second Advent, you will finish making all things new—changing this sinful and dying 
 world into the New Jerusalem. This promise is so overwhelming that you remind us, 
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A Creator, heal the pain in our families. Restore unity. Release compassion and kindness. And let the love 
 of Jesus pervade and permeate our homes. We believe that,  
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A  Immanuel, we pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 
 severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing 
 food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Help trust that,  
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A Yahweh, we pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with illness, depression, 
 anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses, especially Herb, Candy, Jason, Fil & 
 Shirley, Rosalie, Chuck, Mary, Jeff, John, Beth, Denise, Pr. Judy, Barb, Tom, Donna, Helmut & Carol, 
 John, Kim, Joe, Lynn, Connor & Mason, Judy, Nancy, Erwin, Alex, Victoria, Tom & Sue, and 
 Jennifer. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. We know that,  
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
A Yahweh, through your Holy Spirit, empower us to think of others more often than ourselves; not to 
 keep a record of wrongs; and no longer rehearse the ways others have hurt us, and the ways we’ve hurt 
 them. Remind us again that, 
C Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
P And so we say with Mary, we are your servants, Lord. Let it be to us according to your Word.  
C We pray in Jesus’ glorious and grace-filled name. Amen.  

 
 
Peace 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
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The Meal 
 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 

small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
 

• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
 

• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread first 
and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of Christ shed 
for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  

 

• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or 
down the drain.  

 
 
Offering 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
 
Offertory: ELW (red), hymn 490, verse 1 only:  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Offering Prayer 
 

A Generous God, 
 you have created all that is, 
 and you provide for us in every season. 
 Bless all that we offer, 
 that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
 In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
C Amen. 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
 praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 
 with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
 comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
 earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P With this bread and cup 

 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us. 

 Bless this meal. 

 May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people. 

 Fill us with your light. 

 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P All praise and glory are yours, 

 Holy One of Israel, 

 Word of God incarnate, 

 Power of the Most High, 

 one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would 
 like to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who 
 have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 

 
 
Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,  
 keep and unite us, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 



12 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A God for whom we wait,  
 in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things.  
 Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

The Sending 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 265, verses 1 & 3 only:  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
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Masking Prayer (@RevCBeckett) 
 

C Lord, as I put on my mask, let it be a filter 
 for my words to pass through as well as my breathing. 
 Let through only those words which are helpful breathings of love 
 and stop those things in my speech that will be harmful to others. 
 Protect me also, O Lord, from the harmful things others may say to me. 
 Help me to realize that I may be a carrier of bitterness, 
 thoughtlessness, judgement and prejudice without realizing, 
 and that some people are more word-vulnerable than others. 
 Give me grace to love those who cannot or will not filter to protect others 
 and special grace to them, because they go through the world unprotected. 
 Help me to be prepared to adapt and be brave and transparent 
 so that all may have a chance to hear. 
 Lord, be a mask to my mouth 
 and pin my ears forward for listening. 
 Amen. 
 
 
Blessing (By Reed Lessing. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. 

www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.) 

 

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 
C Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
 

P So that whatever we do, in word or deed, 
C we do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 

P Giving thanks to God because 
C nothing is impossible with God! 
 
 
Dismissal 
A Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stick around; the Zoom meeting will continue with a virtual “Coffee Hour.” All are welcome. 
 
 
Liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. (unless otherwise noted) Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket 
Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion 

 
Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  
randy@osluth.org 
 
Worship Assistants Today:  Beth Dana (Musician), Sara Behnke (Flautist), Julie Huetteman (Assisting 
Minister), Carl Huetteman (Lector), Emily Ohland (Cantor) Bob Nielsen (A-V Specialist) 
 

Pints with a Pastor Will Resume in January 
If you’d like to participate, send Pastor Randy an email randy@osluth.org ) and he will send you a Zoom 
invite. 
 

Sunday School for Toddlers—High School:  Look for an email to register and links to participate as 
you are able. 
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Midweek Advent Gathering: On Wednesdays during Advent at 7 p.m. there will be a short (15-20 
minute) prayer gathering via Zoom. Pastor Randy will send out the Zoom invitation on Monday each week. 
All are welcome. 

 
 
The Social Justice Discussion Group will meet on Thursday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom to 
continue the discussion of Social Justice and Native Americans. John Larson, History professor at Purdue and 
OSLC member, will join attend and give us a historical perspective. Contact Scott Vana if you’d like a Zoom 
invite (scottv1162@gmail.com) 

 
 
Tuesday, December 15, 7 p.m. Game Night with the Webbs: Join Molly and Christian 
Webb for some fellowship and fun, Zoom style. Sign-up link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
H7P7BB6.  

 
 
Book Discussion Group:  We’ll meet via Zoom December 20 at 5 p.m. The book for December is 
Richard Paul Evans’ The Christmas List. The January book will be The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee. Email 
Sandra (sandra@osluth.org) for an invite. 
 
 
 

While waiting …Here are some thoughts on Advent: 
 
Advent does not lead to nervous tension stemming from expectation of something spectacular about to happen. 
On the contrary, it leads to a growing inner stillness and joy allowing me to realize that he for whom I am 
waiting has already arrived and speaks to me in the silence of my heart.  
 
 
Just as a mother feels the child grow in her and is not surprised on the day of the birth, but joyfully receives the 
one she learned to know during her waiting, so Jesus can be born in my life slowly and steadily and be 
received as the one I learned to know while waiting.  
 
 
—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Genesee Diary 
 
“Advent” means “coming,” of course, and the promise of Advent is that what is coming is an unimaginable 
invasion. The mythology of our age has to do with flying saucers and invasions from outer space, and that is 
unimaginable enough. But what is upon us now is even more so — a close encounter not of the third kind but 
of a different kind altogether. An invasion of holiness. That is what Advent is about.  
 
—Frederick Buechner, The Clown in the Belfry  
 
 

 
 

Branch (Tree) of Jesse  

Isaiah used the image of a new tree growing from what appears dead to 
foretell God’s redemption of Israel: “A shoot will come up from the 
stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1, 
NIV). During Advent, this prophecy assures us of the coming of the 
Messiah, descended from King David, and thus his father, Jesse.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H7P7BB6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H7P7BB6

