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Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a 
lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the 
letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the of-
fering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the 
church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 
Lord’s death.” 
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Invitation to Holy Communion (livestream) with  
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 
 

(Please read before worship begins) 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in livestream Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 
I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 

 
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

 
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 

are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 
• Live Stream Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture 

and the Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used 
in such manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 
• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 

proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 
• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 

service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 
• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 

how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we 
partake of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His 
promises of forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

Pastor Randy 
 

The Gathering 
 

Prelude Music (Sara Behnke and Julie Huetteman) 
 

Flute Solo – Sara Behnke (Julie Huetteman on piano) 
Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel, Setting by Anne Krentz Organ 
Flute Solo – Sara Behnke (Julie Huetteman on piano) 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, Setting by Anne Krentz Organ 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

P We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time 
 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on this wreath, 
 open our eyes to see your presence 
 in the lowly ones of this earth. 
 Enlighten us with your grace, 
 that we may sing of your advent among us 
 in the Word made flesh. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn during the Lighting: ELW 257, verse 4 
 

4  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
  your own from Satan's tyranny; 
  from depths of hell your people save, 
  and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who alone does wonders, 
 who lifts up the lowly, 
 who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
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P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, 
 we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children 
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, 
 and assure us again of your saving grace. 
 Amen. 
 

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 + your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, 
 and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 250: Blessed Be the God of Israel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission  
under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
IC Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
 that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the 
 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 

The Word 
 

L A reading from the book of Micah. 
 
Micah 5:2-5a 
 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like 
David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This 
king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to 
Jesus. 
 
 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 (Cantor: verses in light print, the congregation:  the bold print.) 

 
 
 
 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 
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 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation. 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. 
 
L A reading from Hebrews. 
 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, 
one through which we are made a holy people. 
 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Luke 1:39-45 
 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with 
faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, 
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 

P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 
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Sermon                        Intern Candice Hinkle 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW (red), hymn 723, verses 1, 4: Canticle of the Turning 
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Nicene Creed 
 

C We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
 presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries for 
 your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, 
 polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. 
 Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek justice. 
 Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 
 imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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A Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and 
 those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in 
 treatment and hospice care, and others in need, especially Candy, Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, 
 Jeff, Denise, Barb, Janet, Donna, Helmut & Carol, Kim, Victoria, Jennifer, Jeanette, Suzanne, Mike, 
 Kari & Terry, Shelby, Cheryl, Eric M, Joan, Judy, Jill Y, Mary Jane, Mike G, and Bob B. Hear us, O 
 God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation 
 and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O 
 God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who, like 
 Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. 
 Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of 
 our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

The Meal 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in virtual Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 

small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread first 

and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of Christ shed 
for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  

• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or 
down the drain.  

 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, Randy or the presiding pastor 
will invite the Worship Assistants (Lector, Assisting Minister, Intern Candice, Ushers) to commune behind the 

Altar. The presiding pastor will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who 
wish to commune in their pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the 
altar while the Lamb of God is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of 

experiencing something different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment 
with new worship practices.  
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Offering:  Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or 
if you have not checked out our website and "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity.  (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
Offertory: ELW (red), hymn 247, verse 4: Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

A God of our waiting and watching, 
 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
 through whom you will also make all things new 
 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 

P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would 
 like to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who 
 have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Lamb of God 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,  
 keep and unite us, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion  
A Most High God, 
 you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 

The Sending 
 
Sending Hymn:  ELW (red), hymn 266, verses 1, 2, 3: All Earth Is Hopeful 
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Blessing 
 

P The God of hope 
 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 

A Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stick around; the Zoom meeting will continue with a virtual “Coffee Hour.” 
 
Liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Psalm tone 9 for year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission. Invitation to 
Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion. 
 
 

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  
randy@osluth.org 
 
You may contact Intern Candice via this email: interncandice@gmail.com 
 
Worship Assistants Today: Julie Huetteman & Sara Behnke (Musicians), Mary Louise Waltmann (Assisting 
Minister), Peter Bunder (Lector), Missy Schroeder (Usher), Mark Hermodson, (Cantor), Mike Williams (A/V 
& Livestream Specialist), Matt Ohland (Assistant to Mr. Williams) 
 
We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your donations is in the 
narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.) 
 
This Week at OSLC & PLM 
Wednesday: Advent Service, 6pm via zoom  

Thursday: AA Meeting, 8pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 

Friday, Christmas Eve Service 
  One Service at 7 p.m.  
  on zoom and in-person 
Sunday, December 26 
  One Service at 9 a.m. on zoom 
  and in-person 
Sunday, January 2 
  One Service at 9 a.m. on zoom 
  and in-person 
 

 
The OSLC Annual Meeting will be held on January 23, following the 11:30 service. You may attend in-
person or via zoom. Reports are due to Sandra by January 10. 
 
Upcoming Commemoration 
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552 
Monday, December 20, 2021 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and 
several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were 
born to Katie and Martin. 


