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God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. 

People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is 

another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are ful-

filled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory 

of God. 
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The Gathering 
 

(Please read this before worship begins.) 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we 
partake of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His 
promises of forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

Pastor Randy 
 

The Gathering 
 

Prelude Music 
 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (three arrangements): Arr. J. Bert Carlson, Setting, Timothy Shaw, 
Setting, Jerry van der Pol 
 
Call to Worship  (based on Psalm 19—from Jesus Sets the Table, resources by the United Church of Christ, posted on their Worship Ways website.  
 

IC The heavens are telling the glory of God 
C May our worship reflect God’s glory. 
 

IC The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
C May we see each other as the handiwork of God. 
 

IC Let our prayer and praise, our singing and proclamation project the love of God. 
C We commune with Christians around the world, 
 with Christians throughout time. 
 

IC With Christians across geography and across time, 
C Let us worship! 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the minister begins.  
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who creates us, 
 redeems us, 
 and calls us by name. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we have sinned against you 
 and your beloved children. 
 We have turned our faces away from your glory 
 when it did not appear as we expected. 
 We have rejected your word 
 when it made us confront ourselves. 
 We have failed to show hospitality 
 to those you called us to welcome. 
 Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
 and the things we have left undone. 
 For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
 in the glory of your Son born among us, 
 and reflect your love for all creation. 
 Amen. 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/pdfs/2011/Jesus-Sets-the-Table-Pentecost-16-October-2.rtf
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P Rejoice in this good news: 
 In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
 You are descendants of the Most High, 
 adopted into the household of Christ, 
 and inheritors of eternal life. 
 Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
C Amen. 
 
Gathering Song: ELW (red) 519: Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
 And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

IC Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your 
 people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by 
 your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Sit 
 

The Word 
 

L A reading from the book of Nehemiah. 
 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the 
public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds 
them that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
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1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought 
the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the 
first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning 
until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all 
the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for 
he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed 
their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law 
of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; 
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 19 
 

 1The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 2Day to day pours forth speech, 
 and night to night declares knowledge. 
 3There is no speech, nor are there words; 
 their voice is not heard; 
 4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
 In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
 and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them; 
 and nothing is hid from its heat. 
 7The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
 the decrees of the LORD are sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
 8the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
 9the fear of the LORD is pure, 
 enduring forever; 
 the ordinances of the LORD are true 
 and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey, 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 11Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12But who can detect their errors? 
 Clear me from hidden faults. 
 13Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
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 do not let them have dominion over me. 
 Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable to you, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
 
L A reading from the book of 1 Corinthians. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we 
are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a 
mark of the church today. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not 
a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The 
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of 
the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within 
the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, 
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the 
greater gifts. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Luke 4:14-21 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he 
states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all 
the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon              Pastor Randy Schroeder 

 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW, hymn 843:  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the 
 world, and all that God has made. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of 
 your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you 
 have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species at 
 risk of extinction. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or world, 
 come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God 
 of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living in 
 poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those living under oppression. Provide 
 the gift of healing for those in need this day, especially Candy, Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, Jeff, 
 Denise, Janet, Donna, Helmut & Carol, Kim, Victoria, Jennifer, Jeanette, Suzanne, Mike, Shelby, 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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 Cheryl, Eric M, Joan, Jill Y, Mike G, David O, Ann, Gary, Kevin N, Randy Y, and Robert N. God of 
 grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation. Empower 
 us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. 
 God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been fulfilled. 
 Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

IC Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in 
 confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The Meal 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 

small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread first 

and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of Christ shed 
for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  

 

• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or 
down the drain.  

 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 
the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, Intern Candice, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The 
presiding pastor will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to 

commune in their pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while 
the Lamb of God is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing 
something different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new 

worship practices.  
 
Offering 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
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Offering Prayer 
 

A Blessed are you, O God, 
 Sovereign of the universe. 
 You offer us new beginnings 
 and guide us on our journey. 
 Lead us to your table, 
 nourish us with this heavenly food, 
 and prepare us to carry your love 
 to a hungry world, 
 in the name of Christ our light. 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup 

 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us. 

 Bless this meal. 

 May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people. 

 Fill us with your light. 

 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P All praise and glory are yours, 

 Holy One of Israel, 

 Word of God incarnate, 

 Power of the Most High, 

 one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would 
 like to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who 
 have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 239: Hark, the Glad Sound!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,  
 keep and unite us, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

A We give you thanks, gracious God, 
 for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
 Send us to bring good news 
 and to proclaim your favor to all, 
 strengthened with the richness of your grace 
 in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
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The Sending 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 710, verses 1, 2:  Let Streams of Living Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing (posted on Literature & Liturgy. https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/) 
 

P You are the body of Christ. 
 May you have the heart of Christ, tender for mercy. 
 May you have the eyes of Christ to see a world in need. 
 May you have the feet of Christ to bring good news. 
 Go in peace! And God go with you. 
 
Dismissal 
 

A Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stick around; the zoom meeting will continue with a virtual “Coffee Hour.” All are welcome. 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  

randy@osluth.org 

 

 

You may contact Intern Candice via this email: interncandice@gmail.com 

 

 

Worship Assistants Today: Julie Huetteman & Sara Behnke (Musicians), Mary Louise Waltmann (Assisting 

Minister), Marcia Daehler (Lector), Kathy Heise (Cantor), Ted Heise (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & 

Livestream Specialist), Matt Ohland (Assistant to Mr. Williams) 

 

 

The next Pints with a Pastor will meet this Tuesday, January 25. If you’d like to participate, send 

Pastor Randy an email randy@osluth.org ) and he will send you a Zoom invite. 

 

 

Thanks to all who provided food for Family Promise and to Julie for organizing the effort! 
 

 

Today’s Adult Forum: Christian Unity in a Divided World 
 

Dr. Monica Schaap Pierce: In our divided culture, the call to unity is countercultural, and it is hard to follow. 
Over the last century, much progress has been made to reconcile Christians at the denominational and 
theological level. But what does that mean for our own situation? What can we learn about reconciliation from 
the ecumenical world? In this Adult Forum, Monica Schaap Pierce, who is the Interim Executive Director of 
Christian Churches Together--the broadest fellowship of Christians in the U.S--and a seasoned ecumenist, 
shares her experiences in forging Christian unity and observations about how all Christians can be transformed 
by some of the lessons of the ecumenical movement.   
 

Next week during the Adult Forum time: Sharing Forum 
 

 
OSLC’s Annual Meeting 

will be held virtually 
(via Zoom) 

and in-person 
(in the Fellowship Hall) 

TODAY at 1 p.m. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356, Monday, January 17, 2022 

One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable inheritance and became a 

hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor. 

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346, Monday, January 17, 2022 

Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a solitary monk) and 

organized others into a religious community. His rule for monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern 

and Western churches. 

Confession of Peter, Tuesday, January 18, 2022 

Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great acknowledgement of Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the 

living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning to the week in which we particularly pray that all 

Christians might be united in faith and witness. 

Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156, Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of converting the people there to 

Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is recognized as the patron saint of Finland. 

Agnes, martyr, died around 304, Friday, January 21, 2022 

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom are not clear, but she gave 

witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely by the sword. The church has honored her as 

one of the chief martyrs of her time. 

Conversion of Paul, Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an end as we recall the 

pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen 

Christ turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries, Wednesday, January 26, 2022 

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. Timothy became bishop of 

Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an 

earthquake. 

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith, Thursday, January 27, 2022 

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as demonstrated by these 

coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known 

for charitable works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 


