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As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers rather than 
owners of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a 

price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart 
from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing.                                       

By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.  
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 
Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 
 

The Gathering 
Prelude Music 

 
Be Thou My Vision, Dale Wood 
Thaxted, Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
Call to Worship 

  
P Alleluia! Come and praise, you servants of God! Praise the name of Yahweh! 
C May God’s name be blessed both now and forever. 
 
P From east to west, from north to south, praise the name of Yahweh! 
C May God’s name be blessed both now and forever. 
 
P Who can compare to our God? Seated high above the nations of the earth, God’s glory fills the skies. 
C May God’s name be blessed both now and forever. Come let us worship! 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who is eager to forgive 
 and who loves us beyond our days. 
C Amen. 
 
P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God of mercy and forgiveness, 
C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
 We have harmed your good creation. 
 We have failed to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and walk humbly with you. 
 Turn us in a new direction. 
 Show us the path that leads to life. 
 Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
 Amen. 
 
P Beloved of God: 
 your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. 
 God points the way to new life in Christ, 
 who meets us on the road. 
 Journey now in God’s abiding love 
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 through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
P  God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from 
 evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son,  
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

The Word 
 
L A reading from the book of Amos 
 
Amos 8:4-7  
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Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel led to 
corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a 
situation. 
 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6buying the poor for silver 
  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 113 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L A reading from the book of 1 Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-7  
 
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such as 
church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-
minded passion God has toward us in Jesus. 
 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between 
God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all this was attested at the 
right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of 
the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise, O servants of the Lord; 
    praise the name of the Lord. 
2 Blessed be the name of the Lord 
    from this time on and forevermore. 
3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
4 The Lord is high above all nations 
    and his glory above the heavens. 
5 Who is like the Lord our God, 
    who is seated on high, 

6 who looks far down 
    on the heavens and the earth? 
7 He raises the poor from the dust 
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
8 to make them sit with princes, 
    with the princes of his people. 
9 He gives the barren woman a home, 

    making her the joyous mother of children. 
Praise the Lord! 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 16:1-13 
 
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by him 
for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their 
stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household. 
  
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him 
that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away 
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I 
am dismissed as manager,     people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors 
one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of    olive 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how 
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it 
eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of 
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into 
the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give 
you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 
or be devoted to the one and despise the  other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon             Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 710: Let Streams of Living Justice 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the 
 church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
A God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for  baptism or 
 affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all  those who share your good 
 news with the world. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how 
 best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. 
 God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may 
 live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders (especially Dag 
 Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and social 
 systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency 
 shelters (local outreach may be named). God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the  proper and 
 faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of those who 
 have gone before us especially family and  Friends of Joan & Nigel, Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, 
 Jeff, Denise, Janet, Helmut, Carol, Richard & Karli, Victoria, Jennifer, Jeanette, Suzanne, Mike M, 
 Shelby, Eric M, David O, Gary, Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Peg, Mary, Sean, Mayor Dennis, Mary M., Jane, 
 Omarion, John M, and Robert N., and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end.  
 God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our 
 prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

The Meal 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
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you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 

•  Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 
 small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 

•  Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
•  If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread 

 first and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of 
 Christ shed for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  

•  The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
 once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash 
 or down the drain.  

 

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 

the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor 
will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their 
pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God 

is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something 
different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship 
practices.  
 

Offering 
 

Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 

Offertory: ELW 814: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Offering Prayer  
 
A Gracious God, 
 in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
 Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
 and make us ready to share with all in need; 
 through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
C  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 



12 

 

 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Lamb of God 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and unite us, 
 now and forever 
C Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
A God of the abundant table, 
 you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
 with bread for the journey. 
 Give us your grace on the road 
 that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C  Amen  
 

The Sending 
 

An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW 669: Rise Up, O Saints of God! 
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Benediction~ Nathan Nettleton 2001 LuaghingBird.net 
 

P Go now, and continue to offer prayers and thanksgiving for everyone. 
 Be shrewd in dealing with the world around you but do not be seduced into serving wealth. Weep for 
 those who suffer and share faith and truth with all. 
 And may God welcome you with love; 
 May Christ Jesus give you knowledge of the truth; 
 And may the Holy Spirit lead you into all godliness and dignity. 
C Amen.  
 

Dismissal 
 

A Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 
The Simple Way and School for Conversion 
 

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  

randy@osluth.org 

 

Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana, Sara Behnke  (Musicians), Dick Rahdert (Assisting Minister), Mike 
Dana (Lector), Russell Hillberry (Cantor), Nancy Kegler (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & Livestream 
Specialist) Jesse Grogan (Assistant to Mike Williams)  
 
We are accepting donations of items for Back to School kits. The box is located in the narthex next to 
office. 
 

2022 Hunger Hike Today at 1 pm. We need folks willing to contribute and/or walk in this year’s Hunger 
Hike. For more information or to make a donation, please visit the OSLC Hunger Hike 2022 fundraising page 
at:  
 https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/HHIKE/team/OurSaviourLutheranChurch 
 
Choir Members Invited for Reformation Sunday, October 30th at 9 am worship service. We are looking 
to gather choir members to sing an anthem on Reformation Sunday. We will be scheduling rehearsals during 
October. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Julie Huetteman at: 
juliehuetteman@gmail.com  
 
We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your donations is in the 
narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.) 
 

Pint with a Pastor will take place on the 30th of September @ 6 pm located at  Wildcat Creek Winery.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 

https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/HHIKE/team/OurSaviourLutheranChurch
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