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The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy 
hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and 

saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 
1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.  
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 



3 

 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 
Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 
 

The Gathering 
Prelude Music 

 
The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended, Jayne Southwick Cool 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Chris Rice 
Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table, Michael Corzine 

 
Call to Worship ~ posted on Pastor Dan’s Grace Notes. http://coslcgrace.blogspot.ca/ 
 
P Praise God for the Lord who loves 
C Praise God for the Lord who cares 
 
P In the midst of our weakness, when we are lost, unable to find even ourselves… 
C There is One who seeks; One who finds us … the lost, and rejoices in the  
 correction of our folly… 
 
P God Rejoices with the angels; Rejoices with song; Rejoices for us and with us… 
C Often before we are aware, We were lost; “Isn’t it strange how things happen?”  
 “It was just one of those days” “I’ve decided to make a change”  
 These are the words we use …  
 
P Rejoice and be glad, For that which was lost has been found  
C Come let us Worship.  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who is eager to forgive 
 and who loves us beyond our days. 
C Amen. 
 
P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God of mercy and forgiveness, 
C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
 We have harmed your good creation. 
 We have failed to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and walk humbly with you. 
 Turn us in a new direction. 
 Show us the path that leads to life. 
 Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
 Amen. 

http://coslcgrace.blogspot.ca/
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P Beloved of God: 
 your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. 
 God points the way to new life in Christ, 
 who meets us on the road. 
 Journey now in God’s abiding love 
 through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
P O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. 
 Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may 
 follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
The Word 
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L A reading from the book of Exodus 
 
Exodus 32:7-14 
 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading 
shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the 
Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 
 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, 
have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, 
“O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought 
them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce 
wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit 
it forever.’ ” 14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 51:1-10 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love.   

 
L A reading from the book of 1Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially 
intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as 
evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ 

1 Have mercy on me, O God,  
according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercy,  
blot out my transgressions.  
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
and cleanse me from my sin.  
3 For I know my transgressions,  
and my sin is ever before me.  
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned  
and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that you are justified in your sentence  
and blameless when you pass judgment.  

5 Indeed, I was born guilty,  
a sinner when my mother conceived me.  
6 You desire truth in the inward being;  
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones  
that you have crushed rejoice.  
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out  
all my iniquities.  
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put  
a new and right spirit within me.  
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Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 15:1-10 
 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. 
God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in 
heaven. 
  
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes 
were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this 
parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or 
what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 
search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon             Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 
Hymn of the Day: ACS 977: Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the 
 church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
A Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith and love, 
 and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our  ecumenical and interreligious 
 commitments. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
A Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons change, 
 renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all 
 may share. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
A Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach  wisdom to our 
 elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God 
 of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or lonely, 
 anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need especially 
 family and  Friends of Joan, Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, Jeff, Denise, Janet, Helmut, Carol, 
 Richard & Karli, Victoria, Jennifer, Nigel, Jeanette, Suzanne, Mike M, Shelby, Eric M, David O, Gary, 
 Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Peg, Mary, Sean, Lawrence M., Mayor Dennis, Mary M., Jane, Omarion, John M, 
 and Robert N. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build up the 
 ministries of this community especially Lafayette Urban Ministry, Purdue  Lutheran Ministry, Holy 
 Trinity, and St. James that we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of 
 grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
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A Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for those who 
 have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life 
 with you. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our 
 prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

The Meal 
 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 

•  Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 
 small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 

•  Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
•  If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other; presenting the bread 

 first and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice saying, “the Blood of 
 Christ shed for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you are able.  

•  The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
 once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash 
 or down the drain.  

 

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 

the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor 
will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their 
pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God 

is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something 
different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship 
practices.  
 

Offering 
 

Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 

Offertory: ELW 814: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 
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Offering Prayer  
 
A Gracious God, 
 in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
 Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
 and make us ready to share with all in need; 
 through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
C  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and unite us, 
 now and forever 
C Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
A God of the abundant table, 
 you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
 with bread for the journey. 
 Give us your grace on the road 
 that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C  Amen  
 

The Sending 
 

An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW 676: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
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Benediction 
 

P May God create in you a clean heart, a heart that knows and seeks and loves the justice   
 and mercy of the one who searches. 
 May we live into the gift of salvation – provided by Jesus Christ, the one who teaches. 
 May the Holy Spirit, who guides, be with you always. 
 And may the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 Be with you in faith, hope, and love. 
C  Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
 

A Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 
The Simple Way and School for Conversion 

 

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email:  

randy@osluth.org 

 

Worship Assistants Today: Julie Huetteman (Musicians), (Assisting Minister), Marcia Daehler (Lector), 
Mark Hermodson (Cantor), Nancy Kegler (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & Livestream Specialist) Jesse 
Grogan (Assistant to Mike Williams)  
 
We are accepting donations of items for Back to School kits. The box is located in the narthex next to 
office. 
 

2022 Hunger Hike September 18th. We need folks willing to contribute and/or walk in this year’s Hunger 
Hike. For more information or to make a donation, please visit the OSLC Hunger Hike 2022 fundraising page 
at:  
 
 https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/HHIKE/team/OurSaviourLutheranChurch 
 
Choir Members Invited for Reformation Sunday, October 30th at 9 am worship service. We are looking 
to gather choir members to sing an anthem on Reformation Sunday. We will be scheduling rehearsals during 
October. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Julie Huetteman at: 
juliehuetteman@gmail.com  
 
We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your donations is in the 
narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.) 
 

Pint with a Pastor will take place on the 16th and 30th of September @ 6 pm located at   Wildcat Creek 
Winery.  
 

https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/HHIKE/team/OurSaviourLutheranChurch

