
  

 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church 
Candlelight Service of Holy Communion 

 
December 24th, 2022 7:00 PM 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah de-
clares that the light of the long-promised king will illuminate the world and 

bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declares that Jesus’ birth 
is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the 

light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the 
whole world. 
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Pastor Randy Schroeder 
300 West Fowler Ave., West Lafayette, 743-2931   www.osluth.org 

 

Purdue Lutheran Ministry 
330 West Fowler Ave., West Lafayette, 743-2398   www.plm.org 

 
 

The Gathering 
 
 

Prelude Music 
 

 The Snow Lay on the Ground, Julie Huetteman  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, Abigail Black 
 Welcome to Our World, Julie Huetteman   One Small Child, Sandra Vana 
 Angels We Have Heard on High, Audrey Barry   Carol of the Birds, Stephanie Dana-Ely 
 Welcome to Our World, Julie Huetteman   He Is Born, the Holy Child, Julie Huetteman 
 O Holy Night, Conner Schroeder     Sing We Now of Christmas, Sybil Meadows 
 Do You Hear What I Hear, Julie Huetteman   Still, Still, Still, Julie Huetteman 
 

Candlelight Service for Christmas Eve 
 

Scripture, Carols, and Communion 
 

This service is a variation on a service of light -- an opposite of a tenebrae service. 
Each candle symbolizes a character in the narrative: Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, the Angels, the Shepherds, the Kings. 
Candles will be lighted as the story is told. In the liturgy, the congregation reads the C parts. 

 
Welcome 

 
P  Rejoice, for God is with us -- Emmanuel. 
C  In the darkness of our world shines God's holy light. 
 
P  Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live. 
C  God is truly with us. We are not alone. Glory to God in the Highest! 
  And God’s peace to all people on Earth! Thanks be to God! 
 

ELW 269: Once in Royal David’s City 
Vocal Solo (first verse) by Stephanie Dana-Ely; Congregation joins on verses 2& 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, 
 lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 And our eyes at last shall see him, 
 through his own redeeming love; 

 for that child so dear and gentle 
 is our Lord in heav'n above; 
 and he leads his children on 
 to the place where he is gone. 
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Opening Prayer 
 

P  Gracious God, 
C  With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. 
  We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ's birth. 
  In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts 
  that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. 
  Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world. 
  Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, 
  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those God favors." 
  This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

(All lights are dimmed) 
 
P  Life is much richer when shared with others. So it is with worship. We have met together to share the 
  many blessings of the season. When we worship and meet the God of Christmas, we experience what 
  the season is meant to be. 
 

The Word 
 

Reading - The Prophecy of the Messiah 
 
MT  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
 
6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
(The lighting of the Christ Candle) 
 
MT  John 1:1-2, 4-5 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God.  4 In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

C  Everlasting Savior, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, 
  Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel. 
 
Reading - The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph 
 

PR  Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.”38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
PR  Matthew 1:18-25 
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18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to 
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 289: Angels we Have Heard on High  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(As the congregation sings, the Gabriel candle and the Mary and Joseph candles are lit) 
 
Reading - The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus 
 
MD  Luke 2:1-5 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 279: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie, 
  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
  Yet in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light. 
  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
   For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
   while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 
   O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
   and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 
 

Reading - Jesus is Born 
 
MD  Luke 2:6-7 
 
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 277:  Away in a Manger  
 
(As the congregation sings, the Baby Jesus candle is lit) 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?   
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  
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   Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
   The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
  

  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
  I love you, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

  Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
  Bless all the dear children in your tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
Reading - Jesus' Birth is Announced to the Shepherds 
 

MD  Luke 2:8-14 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 282: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

(While the congregation sings, the angel candles are lit) 
 
  It came upon the midnight clear that glorious song of old 
  From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 
  Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all gracious king. 
  The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

Reading - The Shepherds Find the Baby Jesus 
 
MD  Luke 2:15-18 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 300: The First Noel 
 

(While the congregation sings, the shepherd candles are lit) 
 
  The first Noel the angel did say 
  was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
  in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
  on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
  Born is the King of Israel 
 
Reading - The Wise Men Bring Their Gifts to Jesus 
 
MD  Matthew 2:1-11 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
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for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 300: The First Noel 
 
(While the congregation sings, the king candles are lit) 
  And by the light of that same star, 
  three wise men came from county far; 
  to seek for a king was their intent,  
  and to follow the star wherever it went. 
  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!   
  Born is the King of Israel. 
   
  Then entered in those wise men three,  
  full reverently upon their knee 
  and offered there in his presence  
  their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
  Noel, noel, noel, noel! 
  Born is the King of Israel. 
 
PR  And so it came to pass that the word of the birth of the Christ Child spread throughout the region. People 
  rejoiced that the promise had been kept, and they believed. There were some who could not understand 
  the power of deliverance through love, and they wondered how this tiny child could indeed be the 
  promised miracle, Savior and king, the Prince of Peace. 

 
Vocal Solo by Abigail Black: Love has Come 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 
P  Let us pray. Merciful God,  
C  we confess that often we find darkness more comfortable than light. 
  We confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, 
  especially when we consider its demands as well as its promises. 
  We confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the Christ, 
  partly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. 
  Forgive us, break us, bend us, remake us. 
  Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the wonder and healing of your  coming. 
  Be born again into our world, be born again into our hearts and lives. 
  Hear now our silent and personal confessions as we prepare ourselves for your   
  nativity. 
 
P  The true light that enlightens all has come into the world. 
  That light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to put it out. 
  This is the good news: God has heard our confession. God has forgiven our sin. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

 

Holy Communion 
 

Words of Institution 
 

P  May it be well with you. 
C  And also with you. 
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P  Life is a gift and we are to celebrate it. 
C  May we rejoice in the beauty of this special time. 
 

P  We celebrate tonight God-with-us beyond our words, beyond our images, for we know God is beyond 
  those things. But tonight we find joy in the image of God coming to us in the form of the Christ Child. 
 

  We sense God’s presence in creation and in the immensity of our universe, in the  incredible display of 
  life on this planet, and in our consciousness of something far greater than ourselves. 
 

  As God’s Children we rejoice in the birth of Jesus. In him we see the fullness of possibility to make God 
  visible in our lives. 
  Like all of us he grew in wisdom as he aged. He questioned. He searched for meaning. He shaped his 
  convictions. 
  He experienced love and came to know love’s connectedness with God. 
  He stood firmly in his own religious tradition and preached good news to all people   
  dreaming of a better humanity. 
   
  We rejoice that he taught us not to imagine a manipulative, intervening God, but one who is as close as 
  breath and as soft as a whisper, yet as powerful in the focus of our lives, as were the mighty warriors the 
  Old Testament but drawing us toward the good. 
 

  We rejoice that Jesus led people to discover the sacred in the ordinary, in the lowly, in   
  everyday life, in human yearnings to be better people, and in being neighbor to one   
  another. 
 

  Bread and wine, the fruit of vine and earth.  
  He gave us these to keep us connected to the story: 
 

  We remember the night before he died, according to our tradition, when he shared a meal with his 
  friends. 
 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
  to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
  covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  We break bread as Jesus did remembering the call to love generously and faithfully,   
  whatever the cost. 
 

  We pour out wine remembering our responsibility to be bearers of forgiveness,    
  tolerance, and understanding. 
 

  May these ordinary things be blessed. For they represent both the ordinary and the   
  extraordinary as Jesus calls us to follow him. 
 

C  The mystery hidden for the ages is revealed for us in this meal. 
 

P  Come, behold and receive your God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome and all are invited to join at the Lord’s table. Pastor Randy will commune the assistants first, then all 
who choose to commune in their seats (using the individually sealed elements available near the sanctuary doors) and 
those communing online, and lastly all who want to come to the altar. ALL Are Welcome! 
 
ELW 271:  I am so Glad each Christmas Eve, Vocal Solo by Reuben Peterson 
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Congregational Carol: ELW 296: What  Child is This 
 
 

Congregational Carol: ELW 283: O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
  Come and behold Him, born the King of angels, 
  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
  O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

  The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
  born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
  Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
 

  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. 
  Sing all ye citizens of heaven above! 
  Glory to God, in the highest! 
  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
  O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 
  Jesus, to Thee be glory given. 
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing, 
  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
  O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P  Let us pray, 
C  We are filled with joy for we have heard good news of great joy.  
  We are filled with love for we have tasted the sign of God's great love. 
  We are filled with hope for the angels still sing in our world 
  and there is a Light for us to follow. 
  We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ's very life, 
  you give us food for our journey. 
  As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy family home again, 
  guide us on the way unfolding before us. 
  Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim 
  good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems 

sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels 

sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and 
myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
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Candle Lighting 
 
(Pastor Randy takes  a large candle, lights it from the Christ Candle, which symbolizes Christ, the light of the world) 
 
A reading from John 1. 
 
(Pastor Randy lights the candle from the Christ Candle and then passes it to the ushers’ candles, then reads the 
following while the congregation lights their candles from the ushers) 
 

PR 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a group sent from God, who was known as the church. 7 They came as witnesses to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through them. 8 They themselves were not the light, but they came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C  Our Father in heaven,  
   hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done,  
    on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins  
   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Save us from the time of trial  
   and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 281: Silent Night, Holy Night!  
 
  Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright. 
  Round yon virgin, mother and child.  
  Holy Infant, so tender and mild. 
  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
   
  Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
  Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
   
  Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
  radiant beams from your holy face,  
  with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
  Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.  
  

Please extinguish your candle when the Pastor extinguishes his. 
 

P  As we go from this place, we take the joy of the promise of God’s salvation with us; we sing the  praise 
  of the angel’s song, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to all.” Go tell the story from ages past, the 
  promised Holy Child has come at last. For unto us is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
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Closing Prayer and Benediction 
 

P  Let us pray. Almighty God and Creator of light, a child is born for us and a son is given to us. Your 
  eternal Word leaped down from heaven in the silent watches of the night, and now your Church is filled 
  with wonder and light at the nearness of our God. Open our hearts to receive his life and increase our 
  vision with the rising of the dawn, that our lives may be filled with his glory and his peace; who lives 
  and reigns forever and ever. 
C  Amen. 
 
P  God the Creator who delights in you, 
  Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
  and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, 
  + bless you and keep you in hope and peace. 
C  Amen. 
 
Congregational Carol: ELW 290: Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P  Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Midnight Clear Text:  
 

Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 Silent Night, Holy Night Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885; Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.   
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.   
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
        that blessed Christmas morn.   
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Offering 
Please feel free to place your offering in the offering plate by the sanctuary door, send your regular tithe 
in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you have not checked out our website and the “Your 
Offering Made Easy” tab, this could be your opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions 
about the Vanco Online giving option if you wish to contact him. His email address is 
john_r_mills@icloud.com) 

 
Our sanctuary is served by a hearing loop. Wearers of hearing aids should turn their aids to the setting marked T, or T-
coil, or Telephone. 
 
Worship Assistants:  Julie Huetteman, Sandra Vana (Musicians), Michaela Thompson, Marcia Daehler (Readers), 
Missy Schroeder (Communion Assistant), Vicki Mills (Altar Guild), Dick Rahdert (Usher & Lighting Technician), 
Michael Williams (A/V & Livestream Specialist), Matt Ohland (Assistant to Mr. Williams) 
 
Poinsettia Providers: Jesse & Kathleen Grogan in remembrance of John & Nadine Grogan and Wallace & Margaret 
Grothe, Jill Gough in remembrance of Barb Krutz, Sue Aufderheide, Sandra Monroe & Jim Westman, Mark & Sue 
Hermodson, John & Vicki Mills, Marcia Daehler, Nancy Calahan, Pastor Randy & Missy Schroeder, Vera Weiser, 
Mike & Beth Dana, Ron & Ruth Bahr, Reuben Peterson, Carl & Julie Huetteman, and Jason & Angie Henderson. 
 
Thanks to all who provided poinsettias for the altar area! 


