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Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In 
the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in the word and meal. We 
go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive gifts of 

grace and peace made known among us. 
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

 
The Gathering 

 
Prelude Music 
 
He Comes to Us as One Unknown, Marilyn Biery 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, Michael Burkhardt 
 
Stand 
 
Call to Worship ~ written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 

 
P What offering do we need to bring to God? God does not look for sacrifices or offerings, but for open 
 ears, like channels for the truth. 
C Grand gestures and offerings are not required, but a heart-felt delight in doing the  will of God. 
 
P My friends, behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
C God has put a new song in my mouth, placed a new melody on my tongue. Let us raise our voices 
 and worship God together. 
  
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who makes all things new, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
 and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have not practiced your righteousness. 
 Our hearts have turned away from you. 
 For the sake of the world you so love, 
 forgive us, 
 that we may be reconciled to one another 
 for the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 
 
P Thus says our God: 
 “The former things have come to pass 
 and new things I now declare.” 
 God’s mercy makes us new. 
 We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through  your grace we 
 may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

The Word 

 



5 

 

L A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
 
Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before her 
birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate 
assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for 
this task. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 149  
 
Please read in unison 
 
L

  

1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
 The Lord called me before I was born, 
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow, 
  in his quiver he hid me away. 
 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
  and my reward with my God.” 
 
 5And now the Lord says, 
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him, 
  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
  and my God has become my strength— 
 6he says, 
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my serv-
ant 
  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
  that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.” 
 
 7Thus says the Lord, 
  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
  the slave of rulers, 
 “Kings shall see and stand up, 
  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
 because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

1 I waited patiently for the Lord; 
    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit, 
    out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
    making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 
    a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear 
    and put their trust in the Lord. 
4 Happy are those who make 
    the Lord their trust, 
who do not turn to the proud, 
    to those who go astray after false gods. 
5 You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 
    your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 

toward us; 
    none can compare with you. 
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 
    they would be more than can be counted. 
6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, 
    but you have given me an open ear. 
Burnt offering and sin offering 
    you have not required. 
7 Then I said, “Here I am; 
    in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
8 I delight to do your will, O my God; 
    your law is within my heart.” 
9 I have told the glad news of deliverance 
    in the great congregation; 
see, I have not restrained my lips, 
    as you know, O Lord. 
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A reading from the book of 1 Corinthians. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter 
by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the 
fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

10 I have not hidden your saving help within 
my heart; 
    I have spoken of your faithfulness and 
your salvation; 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness 
    from the great congregation. 
11 Do not, O Lord, withhold 
    your mercy from me; 

let your steadfast love and your faithfulness 
    keep me safe forever. 
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John 1:29-42 
 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others 
what they have found. 
 
29John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen 
and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to 
be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon                                      Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 311: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of Intercession 
 
A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your faithfulness, sharing the 
 good news of your salvation throughout the earth. Bless the witness of missionaries. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: protect them from 
 pollution, support plants and animals who depend on them, and bring rain in places of drought. Guide 
 us in protecting local waterways and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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A In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show your mercy to all nations. 
 Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies with righteousness; equip judges with discernment 
 and compassion. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and communities suffering 
 violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the shadow of your hand and make us signs of 
 your faithfulness to all in need especially Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, Jeff, Denise, Janet, 
 Helmut, Carol, Richard & Karli, Victoria, Jennifer,  Jeanette, Suzanne, Shelby, Eric M, David O, Gary, 
 Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Mary, Sean, Mayor Dennis, Mary M, Jane, Omarion, John M, Robert M, Sue W, 
 Tom, Jim W, Peter H, Helen and Steve. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., give us bold trust in 
 you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished arrow, give us courage to receive your call to 
 repentance and racial justice. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
A In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for the testimony of those who 
 have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
 crucified. 
C Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Sit 

The Meal 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 
• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 
 small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other;  
 presenting the bread first and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice 
 saying, “the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you 
 are able.  
• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their entirety or returned to the earth as 
 once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. Please do not throw Jesus in the trash 
 or down the drain.  
 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
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For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 
the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor 
will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their 
pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God 
is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something 
different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship 
practices.  
 
Offering 
 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
Stand 
 
Offering Prayer  
 
A Liberating God, 
 you break the bonds of injustice 
 and let the oppressed go free. 
 Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
 for all your works of merciful power, 
 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
 You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
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 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not  been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Sit 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: ELW 737: He Comes to Us as One Unknown, verse 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and unite us, 
 now and forever 
C Amen. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
A Holy One, 
 we thank you for the healing 
 that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
 Renew our strength to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and journey humbly with you. 
C Amen. 
 

The Sending 

 
An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW 308: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! verses 1, 3, & 6 
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Blessing 
 
P As we leave this place, remember: 
 God, who chose you before your birth, 
 who calls you and knows you by name, 
 now sends you out into the world— 
 to bring light to those in darkness,  
 comfort to those who grieve, 
 hope to those who despair. 
 
 And may the blessing of God, 
 the love of Jesus Christ, 
 and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
 be among you and within you  
 as you seek to do God’s will.   
C Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Sit 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to 
Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion 

 
Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana (Musicians), Matt Ohland (Assisting Minister), Clara Gearhart 
(Lector), Mark Hermodson (Cantor), Calvin Gearhart (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & Livestream Specialist) 
Jesse Grogan (Assistant to Mike Williams)  
 


