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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow 
him. In Jesus the kingdom has come near. We who have walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross-as God 

suffers with us an all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for 
us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent 
to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace 

and mercy. 
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

 
 
 

The Gathering 

 
Prelude Music 
 
I Love to Tell The Story, Michael Hassell 
I Come with Joy, Nancy M. Raabe 
Christ be our light, Jerry van der Pol 
 
Call to Worship ~ written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith. https://spaciousfaith.com/ 

 
P Jesus comes along side us and calls us by name: 
C “[state your name], follow me.” 
 
P A simple call. A hard call. 
C Because following requires leaving. 
 
P And we look around to see who else Jesus could be talking to. 
C And we look around to see the trappings of the life we know. 
 
P It’s hard to leave our nets and walk away from the lake. 
C But we have come this far, to this place, where we can listen and be transformed. 
 Come let us worship. 
  
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who makes all things new, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
 and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have not practiced your righteousness. 
 Our hearts have turned away from you. 
 For the sake of the world you so love, 
 forgive us, 
 that we may be reconciled to one another 
 for the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 
 

https://spaciousfaith.com/
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P Thus says our God: 
 “The former things have come to pass 
 and new things I now declare.” 
 God’s mercy makes us new. 
 We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

 
P Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your light, 
 and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

The Word 

 
L A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, but 
they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they 
will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything 
that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time the Lord brought into contempt the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9  
 

Please read in unison 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
4 One thing I asked of the Lord; 
    this I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he 
will set me high on a rock. 

6 Now my head is lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
9     Do not hide your face from me. 
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
    you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, 
    O God of my salvation! 
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L A reading from the book of 1 Corinthians. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord 
arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying 
word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 
 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and 
sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized 
in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can 
say that you were baptized in my name. 16I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized anyone else. 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and 
not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the 
nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his 
home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
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 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon                                          Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 798: Will You Come and Follow Me verses 1, 2, 4, & 5 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of Intercession 
 
A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work together 
 across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World  Council of Churches and 
 Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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A We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless harvests in 
 the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep 
 the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in every 
 nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes 
 that burden those in need. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to care for 
 neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. Especially we pray for 
 family and friends of Helen, Jason, Fil, Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, Jeff, Denise, Janet, Helmut, Carol, 
 Richard & Karli, Victoria, Jennifer, Jeanette, Suzanne, Shelby, David O, Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Mary, 
 Sean, Mayor Dennis, Mary M, Jane, Omarion, Robert M, Sue W, Tom, Peter H, and Steve. 
  Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community nurture each 
 congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in 
 loving our neighbors. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
A We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help us to leave 
 our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your  promise of eternal life. 
 Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
 crucified. 
C Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Sit 

The Meal 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 

• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 
 small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other;  
 presenting the bread first and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice 
 saying, “the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you 
 are able.  



10 

 

• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their  
 entirety or returned to the earth as once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or down the drain.  
 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 
For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 
the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor 
will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their 
pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God 
is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something 
different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship 
practices.  
 
Offering 
 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
Stand 
 
Offering Prayer  
 
A Liberating God, 
 you break the bonds of injustice 
 and let the oppressed go free. 
 Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
 for all your works of merciful power, 
 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
 You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
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P With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
P So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: ELW 737: He Comes to Us as One Unknown, verse 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and unite us, 
 now and forever 
C Amen. 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
A Holy One, 
 we thank you for the healing 
 that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
 Renew our strength to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and journey humbly with you. 
C Amen. 
 

The Sending 

An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW 715: Christ be Our Light, verses 1, 2, & 5 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Blessing~ written by Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, and posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website. http://www.ucc.org/worship/
worship-ways/ 

 
P Go now in peace, 
 for Christ has called you to live in peace among your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 Go now in courage, 
 for Christ has called you from the places of your life to be agents of redemption and partners in 
 healing. 
 
 Go now in joy and thanksgiving,  
 for Christ is our light! 
  
 Go now as one body, 
 to love and serve God as you love and serve the world! 
 
Dismissal 
 
A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to 
Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion 

 
Worship Assistants Today: Julie Huetteman (Musicians), Matt Ohland (Assisting Minister), Peter Bunder 
(Lector), Kathy Heise (Cantor), Calvin Gearhart (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & Livestream Specialist) Ted 
Heise (Assistant to Mike Williams)  Abby Henderson (Acolyte) 
 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/

