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Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares 
that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, 
the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their 
good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to 

shine wit the light of Christ. 
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Please read this before worship begins. 

 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 

I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 

• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 

• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 
proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 

• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 
service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

 

• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we partake 
of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 

 

The Gathering 

 
Prelude Music 
 
This Little Light of Mine, Joel Raney 
Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service, Chuck Marohnic 
 
Call to Worship ~ written by Rev Mindi, and posted on Rev-o-lution. http://rev-o-lution.org/ 

 
PR We are called to bring a new understanding of God: 
 that God so loves the world. 
C We are the salt of the earth. 
 
PR We are called to bring a new hope in God: 
 that God gives us new life. 
C We are the light of the world. 
  
PR We are called to follow 
 the commandments and the law. 
C The Law of God is to love God 
 and to love one another. 
 
PR Come, let us be the salt of the earth, 
 the light of the world.  
C Come, let us love one another 
 with the love of God. 
 Let us join together in our love of God 
 to worship and follow Jesus. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
PR Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who makes all things new, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PR Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
PR Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
 and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have not practiced your righteousness. 
 Our hearts have turned away from you. 
 For the sake of the world you so love, 
 forgive us, 

http://rev-o-lution.org/
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 that we may be reconciled to one another 
 for the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 
 
PR Thus says our God: 
 “The former things have come to pass 
 and new things I now declare.” 
 God’s mercy makes us new. 
 We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
Greeting 
 
PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
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PR Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your  Spirit show 
 us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them,  through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord.  
C Amen. 
 

The Word 

 
L A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 
justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 112:1-9 
 
Please read in unison 
 

1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteous-
ness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast 
day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I 
am. 
   9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The Lord will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
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L A reading from the book of 1 Corinthians. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously 
presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging 
ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest 
not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no 
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13And we 
speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to those who are spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and 
they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all 
things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear 
the Lord, who greatly delight in his command-
ments. 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
    and their righteousness endures forever. 
4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the 
upright; they are gracious, merciful, and right-
eous. 
5 It is well with those who deal generously and 
lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. 

6 For the righteous will never be moved;  
    they will be remembered forever. 
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
    their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be 
afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on 
their foes. 
9 They have distributed freely; they have given 
to the poor; their righteousness endures forev-
er; their horn is exalted in honor.  
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PR The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 5:13-20 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
 

Jesus said: 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it 
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
PR The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
Sermon                                          Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 712: Lord Whose Love in Humble Service 
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PR Apostles’ Creed 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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A Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church 
  everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the 
 unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring  healing to lands and 
 communities experiencing natural disasters especially California, Indonesia, China, Pakistan, and 
 Central Appalachia. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that workers 
 are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed your call for 
 nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to  hunger, and 
 break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their 
 communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way especially family and friends of Helen, Jason, Fil, 
 Shirley & Eric, Rosalie, Jeff, Denise, Janet, Helmut, Carol, Richard & Karli, Victoria, Jennifer, 
 Jeanette, Suzanne, Shelby, David O, Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Mary, Sean, Mayor Dennis, Mary M, Jane, 
 Omarion, Robert M, Sue W, Tom, Peter H, and Steve. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we are 
 generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and 
 compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 
A The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for the Martyrs of 
 Japan and all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness.  Keep them in our 
 remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
PK We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
 crucified. 
C Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
PK The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The Meal 
 

This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make 
it. I feel called to give you the option. 
 

• Please have your wine and bread ready for the Meal. It would be best to use grape juice or wine and a 
 small portion of bread or gluten free option for the Eucharist. 
• Please participate by lifting the bread and the wine as the pastor lifts the bread and wine. 
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• If everyone in the family is healthy please take the time to commune each other;  
 presenting the bread first and saying, “the Body of Christ given for you” and then the wine/juice 
 saying, “the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you’re not feeling well, please commune yourself as you 
 are able.  
• The elements (bread and juice or wine) should be consumed in their  
 entirety or returned to the earth as once they are consecrated they are the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 Please do not throw Jesus in the trash or down the drain.  
 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 
the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, ushers) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor 
will then commune those worshiping via Zoom and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their 
pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God 
is played. Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something 
different in worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship 
practices.  
 
Offering 
 

Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
Offering Prayer  
 

A Liberating God, 
 you break the bonds of injustice 
 and let the oppressed go free. 
 Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
 for all your works of merciful power, 
 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
 You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
PR The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
PR Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
PR Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PR It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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PR Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
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PR With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
PR Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

PR All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PR Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
PR So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: ELW 737: He Comes to Us as One Unknown, verse 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and unite us, 
 now and forever 
C Amen. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
A Holy One, 
 we thank you for the healing 
 that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
 Renew our strength to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and journey humbly with you. 
C Amen. 
 

The Sending 

An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ACS 1084: God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing~ posted on Liturgy Alive.  http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/CycleA/ 

 
PR May our love be like salt 
 that makes life tasty and worthwhile. 
 May our Christian living be a light 
 to those who live in darkness. 
 May our Christian communities 
 be cities of light to be seen from afar 
 as signs that God lives and works in his people. 
 And may God bless you all for this mission: 
 the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 

http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/CycleA/
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Dismissal 
 
A Go now, and let the light of Christ shine on all those who live around you. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to 
Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion 

 
Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana, Sara Behnke (Musicians), Dick Rahdert (Assisting Minister), Clara 
Gearhart (Lector), Russell Hillberry (Cantor), Calvin Gearhart (Usher), Mike Williams (A/V & Livestream 
Specialist) Jesse Grogan (Assistant to Mike Williams), Matt Ohland (Acolyte) 

 


