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Please read this before worship begins. 

 
This is an invitation and not an expectation. As a called and ordained pastor of the ELCA, my responsibilities 
are to share the Word and Sacraments, so they are available to you, the Body of Christ. If you wish to 
participate; you are welcomed and loved. If you believe Holy Communion should take place only in church or 
only in the live presence of a person ordained in Word and Sacrament, you are welcomed and loved even if 
you are not participating in online Communion. If you are visiting today, not knowing what to do, know 
through God you are welcomed and loved. This decision is personal and spiritual and only you can make it. I 
feel called to give you the option. 
 
I cannot say what Communion is any better than Luther, so I’ll let him say it. In the Small Catechism Luther 
writes the following, and more in The Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat 
and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 
 
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
This is shown by the words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” In the Sacrament, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is not the eating and drinking that do these things, but these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sins.” These words are, along with the bodily eating and drinking, the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Anyone who believes these words has what they say: that is, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

• As we travel this wilderness of COVID-19, it is right and proper for us to participate in the Eucharist as we 
are gathered as the church in person, as well as live streaming. Holy Communion takes place in the 
assembly of the Body of Christ.  

 
• Online Communion is new territory for us as we navigate our new context. After reading Scripture and the 

Lutheran Confessions, after much prayer and discernment, I believe this technology should be used in such 
manners to share God’s grace, love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

 
• As we assemble in person or live stream, when confessions are heard and forgiven, as the Word is 

proclaimed, it is proper for Communion to take place as we are then sent out as the Body of Christ for the 
world. I ask you to only commune as the live Word is spoken and not commune to the recording of this 
service. 

 
• Please use bread and wine or a gluten free option and grape juice. Please prepare a plate and cup prior to 

service to have and share. If you have one and not the other, know that God is fully present in both 
elements and only one is necessary. 

All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 
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• God is the One working through the spoken Word in the mystery of communion. We don’t fully know 
how, rather we know Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body,” … “Take this and drink of it, all of you. This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. Do this, as often as  
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” God is the source of love infused into us through the Spirit as we 
partake of the Eucharist. We don’t understand it fully; we fully believe Christ is there fulfilling His 
promises of forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
Remember: All Are Welcome – Hospitality fills God’s Table – Everywhere! 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

 
 

The Gathering 
 
Prelude Music 
 
Prelude on AURELIA, arr. Nicholas Palmer 
I Received the Living God, setting, Edwin T. Childs 
Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!, setting, David Schelat 
 
 
Call to Worship  (from re:worship blogspot.com based on Psalm 31) 
 
PK Praise the Lord who has shown us the wonders of his unfailing love; 
C and who, for the sake of his name, leads us and guides us. 
 
PK In you, O Lord, we put our trust. 
C You are our God, and our lives are in your hands. 
 
PK Lord, let the light of your face shine on us 
C as we celebrate together in your presence. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
PK Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 by whose hand we are given new birth, 

 by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C Amen. 

 

PK Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

 we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

 as citizens of the new creation. 

 Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 Holy God, 
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 holy and merciful, 

 holy and mighty, 

 you are the river of life 

 you are the everlasting wellspring. 

 In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

 and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

 In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

 and in them we are born anew. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

 

PK Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

 for rivers and streams. 

 Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

 quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

 Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

 the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

 Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

 Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

PK Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

 Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

 Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

 Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

 We ask this through Christ, 

 who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW (red), hymn 380, vv 1, 2, 4, 5: Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 
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Greeting 
PK The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
PK Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
 another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

 
The Word 

 
L A reading from the book of Acts. 
 
Acts 7:55-60 
 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s 
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they 
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dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
died. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 
 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength. 
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
L A reading from the book of 1 Peter. 
 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 
 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like 
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  I am the way, the truth, | and the life.* No one comes to the Father ex- | cept through me. 

 
PK The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 14:1-14 
 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom 
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
PK The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon                     Pastor Kristin Rice 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

Hymn of the Day, ELW (red) hymn 674: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR  Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 



10 

 

 and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayers 
A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  
 (A brief silence.) 
 God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we remember 
 Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-
 building ministry between church and world. We also give thanks for health care workers, especially 
 nurses, that they may be honored and sustained in their critical work. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant 
 fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, 
 extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 
 organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. We pray for our representatives in congress; 
 that they will devote themselves to working together for the well-being of all. Strengthen leaders and 
 aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Especially 
 we pray for an end to the killing of innocent civilians in warfare in Ukraine and for peace in Sudan, 
 Ukraine, Palestine, Israel, and Syria. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 
 homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. We 
 pray for a resolution to political turmoil in Kenya and for the rights of women and girls for education 
 and health care, especially in Afghanistan. We pray for all who are sick or in need of healing, 
 especially Janet, Jason, Fil, Shirley, Linda, Adele, Jeff, Denise, Victoria, Jennifer, Jeanette, Suzanne, 
 Shelby, Kevin, Nancy, Ann, Mary, Sean, Mayor Dennis, Jane, Robert M, Tom, Peter H, Ruth, Megan 
 and Crystal. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this 
 community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through transitions 
 of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the care shown 
 us by those who have gone before us. Grant confidence and comfort for the friends and family of the 
 shooting victims in Texas, and for all those who have suffered from gun violence. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
PR Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and 
 eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Peace 
PR The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The Meal 
 
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
 
For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding pastor will invite 
the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, usher) to commune behind the altar. The presiding pastor will 
then commune those worshiping online and those in the sanctuary who wish to commune in their pews. Then 
the presiding pastor will commune those who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God is played. 
Thank you for your patience as we acknowledge the awkwardness of experiencing something different in 
worship. God is with us in this meal. God is also with us as we experiment with new worship practices.  
 
Offering 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church office or if you 
have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made Easy" tab, this could be your 
opportunity. (John Mills is available to answer any questions about the Vanco Online giving 
option if you wish to contact him. His email address is  john_r_mills@icloud.com) 
 
Offering Prayer 
A Generous God, 
 in this meal you offer your very self. 
 We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
 In the breaking of this bread 
 reveal to us the Risen One. 
 In the pouring of this wine 
 pour us out in service to the world; 
 through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
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 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
 who in dying has destroyed death, 
 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Your mercy is everlasting 
 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
 to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 With this bread and cup 
 we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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PR O God of resurrection and new life: 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Bless this feast. 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
PR Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
 Breathe new life into us. 
 Send us forth, 
 burning with justice, peace, and love. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
PR With your holy ones of all times and places, 
 with the earth and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, 
 we praise you, O God, 
 blessed and holy Trinity, 
 now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
PR So come to this table, which now extends into our homes, you who have faith and you who would like 
 to have faith; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who have 
 tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
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Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 477: I Received the Living God 
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PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,  
 keep and unite us, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
A Gracious God, 
 in you we live and move and have our being. 
 With your word and this meal of grace, 
 you have nourished our life together. 
 Strengthen us to show your love 
 and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 

The Sending 
 
An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn:  ELW (red), hymn 654, vv 1, 2, 4, 5: The Church’s One Foundation 
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Blessing 
 
PR The God of all, 
 who raised + Jesus from the dead, 
 bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 to live in the new creation. 
C Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
 
A Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and 
School for Conversion 

 
 
 
Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana, Sara Behnke (Musicians), Russell Hillberry (Cantor), Robert 
Hershberger (Assisting Minister), Dee Hershberger (Lector), Marcia Daehler (Usher), Mike Williams (A-V 
Specialist), Jesse Grogan (Assistant to Mr. Williams) 
 
 
Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by email: 
randy@osluth.org 
 
 
Pastor Kristin is available for campus ministry-related care and support. Please contact her at: 262-758-
1235 or by email: plmpastorkristin@gmail.com 
 
 
We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your donations is in the 
narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.) 
 
 
Dinner Group- 
Are you looking for an opportunity to get to know the people in our community?  We have been apart for so 
long and we are hopeful that now is the time we can come back together.  We have had some interest in 
starting a dinner group.  This group would meet once a month around a meal to create friendships, community 
and share life together. If this is something that you would be interested in participating in, please email 
Missy by May 21st at missy@osluth.org so we can begin planning for summer dinners. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:missy@osluth.org
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Centering Prayer Class is being offered again 
 
Are you interested in different ways of praying? Have you ever thought of trying praying in a meditative and 
more contemplative way but you are not sure how to start?  
You are invited to join a class on Centering Prayer on May 9th at 7:00 pm via zoom led by Missy 
Schroeder.  Missy is a Spiritual Director, Retreat Leader, Life Coach and Faith Formation Director at OSLC.  
What is Centering Prayer? 
Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift 
of contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer 
than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of prayer is both a relationship with God and a 
discipline to foster that relationship.” http://www.centeringprayer.com/ 

During our time together we will discuss- 
 

• what Centering Prayer is 

• what makes it a Christian practice 

• the difference between Centering Prayer and meditation 

• guidelines for Centering Prayer 

• the benefits of Centering Prayer 

• how to begin a Centering Prayer practice 

• and offer an experience and discussion after 

• discuss if there is interest in beginning a Centering Prayer group 
If you are interested in joining the Centering Prayer class, please email Missy at missy@osluth.org.   

 
Sunday School Schedule 
Today- The Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-21) 
May 14th- The Early Believers (Acts 4:32-35)- Last day of Sunday School 
 
Graduate Celebration and Henderson Family Blessing and Godspeed Service 
Join us in celebrating Ben Henderson's graduation from Harrison High School and blessing the Henderson 
family on May 21st,  as they begin their new journey in Iowa.  We will have a special fellowship hour after our 
9:00 am service. All are welcome.  

May 21 

through 

August 13 

one service  

at 9:00 AM 

in person and 

on zoom 

http://www.centeringprayer.com/
mailto:missy@osluth.org
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