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Introduction

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the
image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other,
in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of

John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes
us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds
us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.
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All are welcome here
All people of faith, All people of doubt
All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orrentation or gender expression
All people who seek a compassionate community

All are welcome here
Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray
Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks
Welcome to serve God and neighbors

All are welcome here
All are redeemed by a gracious God

The Gathering
Prelude Music

Where Char lly and Love Prevail (arranged by Emily Maxson Porter, 2007 Augsburg Fortress)
O Blessed Spring (setting by Robert Buckley Farlee, 2006 Augsburg Fortress)

Stand and face the font.

Call to WOI’Ship (inspired by John 15:1-8, ~ written by Joanna Harader (2011) and posted on Spacious Faith. https://
spaciousfaith.com/2011/02/02/wednesday-worship-pieces-3/)

PR  Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

PR We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.
C We come because we seek to abide in Christ.

PR The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit.
C We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive.

PR  As we abide in Christ, Christ’s words will abide in us.
C We come because we strive to be faithful disciples.

PR We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.
C May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly with Joy.


https://spaciousfaith.com/2011/02/02/wednesday-worship-pieces-3/
https://spaciousfaith.com/2011/02/02/wednesday-worship-pieces-3/

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

PR  Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.
C Amen.

PR  Look, here is water!
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

PR Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.
Look, here is water!
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

PR At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

PR  Look, here is water!
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



Gathering Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 449: We Know That Christ Is Raised
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Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924 All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Text © John B. Geyer. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953

Greeting
PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

PR O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
The Word

L A reading from the book of Acts.

Acts 8:26-40

2°An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ’So he got up and went. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship **and was returning home;
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. *Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
over to this chariot and join it.” **So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. **Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
*The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” *Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture,
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from
being baptized?” 3%He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch,
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. "When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. “’But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 22:25-31 (Read responsively by whole verse)

»From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
2T All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
*For dominion belongs to the LoRD,
who rules over the nations.
*Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
Their descendants shall serve the LoRrb,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
*They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LoRD has acted!”

L A reading from the book of 1 John.

1 John 4:7-21

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God:; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. '’In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. "Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. ?No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. '*And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. °God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. '°So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. '"Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because
as he is, so are we in this world. '®There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. *We
love because he first loved us. “*Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot
love God whom they have not seen. ' The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation
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I am the vine, you | are the branches.* Those who abide in me and I in them ! bear much fruit.

PR The Holy Gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John 15:1-8

[Jesus said:] '“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes every branch
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more

fruit. *You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me as
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. °I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart frorn me you can do nothing. *Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away hke a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. "If you abide i JIn me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. *My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”

PR The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon Pastor Randy Schroeder

Stand



Hymn of the Day, ELW (red), hymn 447: O Blessed Spring
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Text © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. under OneLicense.net
Music © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress. License # A-702953
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PR Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

A

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news. (4 brief silence.) We pray for the church
around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. Keep all the newly
baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us to
abide in you always. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: For evacuees and all who are
affected by the eruption of Mount Ruang in Indonesia. For all who grieve and work for
recovery after flooding in UAE and Oman. For rivers and lakes, streams and estuaries,
melting glaciers and polluted waters. Renew the face of the earth and shower us with
your goodness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For justice and peace among nations where war and violence rage, especially Palestine
and Israel, Iran, Myanmar, Iraq, Haiti, Russia and Ukraine, and South Sudan. For the
nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected
representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace
may reign. Bring safety, understanding, and productive resolution to student war
protests at Columbia, Yale, and other institutions. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those
fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering
(especially) Robert Hershberger’s family for the passing of his mother, Alice; Zarema,
Zera, and their family in Crimea, Zach, Lynn, Lawrence, Nathan and Haley, Jeanette,
Sheila, Suzanne, Jean, and Megan. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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A For all the graduates: God of wisdom, you have been present through all the classes,
labs, and assignments. Your Spirit has inspired learning and growth even beyond the
classroom. As this academic year comes to an end, bless all students with courage,
patience, and vision as they go forward to summer jobs, internships, and relaxing time
with family and friends. Bless their journeys until we meet again. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit
and minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and
for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear
much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly
banquet where all will feast together at your table. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

PR  Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
C Amen.

Peace
PR The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The Meal

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following:

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding
pastor will invite the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, usher) to commune behind
the altar. The presiding pastor will then commune those worshiping online and those in the
sanctuary who wish to commune in their pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those
who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God is played.

Offering

Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church
office or if you have not checked out our website and the "Your Offering Made
Easy" tab, this could be your opportunity. (Ted Heise is available to answer any
questions about the Vanco Online giving option. His email address is
theise@panix.com)

Stand
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Offering Prayer
A Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

PR The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PR  Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

PR Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PR  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

0 4 .
A . i I . . I i '
{an . | - — — : —F—
)\ A——— s P |
S L v —r - 7 '
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of

0 4 . .
s I . i — PR— — I P—
{an /K : ! ] —
7 ot e e

pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo -ry. Ho -
24 | | — ;
'\? | . “ : e 1° o

san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
n ") I 1 LT I I
- | . ! | |

o e o

J

name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
13



PR

PR

PR

PR

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Y our mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

PR The table set by Jesus is open to all, and in resurrection Christ is present in this simple
food and festive drink. Jesus welcomes friends and strangers to this feast, where the
grace of God's love and goodness meet us wherever we are. Here we are welcomed,
affirmed, and celebrated with the gifts of God, for us, the people of God.

Distribution

There are gluten-free wafers and grape juice. Please indicate your need to the server.
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Communion Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 359: When Charity and Love Prevail

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 19161997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.
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PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep

and unite us, now and for ever.

C Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
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The Sending

An Invitation
Sending Hymn: ELW (red), Hymn 881: Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune All rights reserved. Used with permission. under
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company. OneLicense.net, License # A-702953
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Blessing

PR  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

PR The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
C Amen.

Dismissal

A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to
Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and School for Conversion

Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana (Musician), Mark Hermodson (Cantor), Kathy
Grogan (Assisting Minister), Bob Nielsen (Lector), Jesse Grogan (Usher), Mike Williams
(A-V Specialist), Julie Huetteman (Assistant to Mr. Williams)

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by
email: randy@osluth.org

Pastor Kristin is available for campus ministry-related care and support. Please contact
her at: 262-758-1235 or by email: pastor@plm.org

We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your
donations is in the narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.)

Our sanctuary is served by a hearing loop. Wearers of hearing aids should turn their aids to
the setting marked T, or T-coil, or Telephone.

Kid’s Worship Bags and Family Room: The kids' worship bags have been updated with new
items that help children follow along with the worship service, storybook Bibles and fun
activities to do. For little ones there are quiet toys, books, and activities in the family in the
back of the church for the children to play with during the service. Please feel free to let your
children explore.

Dates OSLC is Closed in 2024:

May 27: Memorial Day

July 4: Fourth of July

September 2: Labor Day

November 28 and 29: Thanksgiving

December 24 and 25: Christmas

December 31 and January 1 (2025): New Years
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Thanks to Crystal and Zac!

Crystal Dobrowski and Zac Eckert have been our Sunday School Teachers this past

year. Please take a moment to thank them for their work with our kids. It has been such a
gift! Their last day with us is today, April 28th. We look forward to seeing them again in the
fall.

Nursery

Crystal Dobrowski's last day in the nursery is today April 28th. We will offer nursery
service again in the fall when Crystal returns for the fall semester. Please feel free to use the
family room at the back of the sanctuary. There are toys, books, and activities for young ones
to explore.

Sunday School
The last day of Sunday School is May 12th. Missy will be teaching Sunday School on May
5th and 12th.

Confirmation

Last day of Confirmation class is May 5th. An invitation for 4/28; during the Adult Forum
time, the Council Leadership of OSLC will share information with the congregation from the
retreats that were held previously. Pastor Randy thinks it would be wonderful for the
confirmands to hear this information and hear what they think as they soon to be voting
members. This is only an invitation and not a requirement.

Centering Prayer Group
Join us every Monday morning for Centering Prayer online via zoom from 9:00 — 9:30 am.
The zoom link will be sent out on Fridays with the worship zoom link.

Luncheon Lectio Divina- Praying with Scripture
Join us every Wednesday at noon via zoom for Lectio Divina. The zoom link will be sent on
Fridays with the worship zoom link.

Adult Forum

Adult Forum begins in the Fellowship Hall at 10:20 am in person and on zoom. We conclude
at 11:05 am. We welcome ideas for topics and guest speakers. Please contact Missy Schroeder
at missy@osluth.org or Mark Hermodson at hermodson@comcast.net if you have any
suggestions.

April/May/June Schedule:

April 28" The Council will share information from Honoring the Past, Experiencing the
Present, and Discerning the Future retreats.

May: No Adult Forum

June: On June 2nd the Faith Formation team will host a special Adult Forum on Godly

Play. Godly Play is a Sunday School curriculum that grew out of Montessori education. It
invites children into the story and creates a space to explore how it relates to their lives. The
Faith Formation team has been researching the option for our Sunday School. Carol Grady and
Missy Schroeder will host a Godly Play session for the congregation to experience and open
the space for questions and reflections. We invite you to come and play with us!
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Working Mom’s Group

You are invited to join us for OSLC's Working Mom’s Group on the first Saturday of the
month at The Lobby by Grey House from 9:30 -11:00. This casual group meets to support one
another as moms and women working outside the home. Our next meeting is on Saturday, May
4th. If you have any questions, please get in touch with Missy Schroeder

at missy@osluth.org or 260-402-4477.

Women, Wine (or whatever your preferred beverage) & Feminine Spirituality

You are invited to join us on Sunday, June 2nd, from 2:00-4:00 pm at Wildcat Creek Winery
for Women, Wine, and Feminine Spirituality. (You do not need to be 21 to go to the winery;
they sell soft drinks and wine.) We will discuss the Book Fierce Women of the Bible and Their
Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation by Alice Connor. (You can
click the link to purchase the book from Amazon.) We will discuss Chapter 3- Ruth: Who Are
You Responsible For? You do not need to read the previous chapters to be able to participate.
We will be discussing Space is limited at the winery, please get in touch with Missy

at missy@osluth.org or 260-402-4477 to let me know if you plan to attend.
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About Our Nave

Against the north wall is the Tree of Life, designed by the late liturgical designer Charles
Pohlmann and constructed in 1996 by then-OSLC member Ted Marshall. The processional
cross was given to OSLC in memory of Jennie Dana. Many of our paraments were designed
and hand-woven by OSLC member Bea Stromberg. The west wall is lined with seven wood
carvings depicting the life of Christ commissioned from the late Nigerian carver Lamidi
Fakeye. At the center of the nave stands a marble baptismal font, a gift from members of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. The prints of paintings on the east wall are by nationally known
liturgical artist He Qi. The center piece is given by the Church Council in honor of Sam Rasmy
for his long-time service as Financial Secretary of OSLC. The Last Supper, by Guatemalan
artist Angelina Quic Ixtamer, was purchased by the 2014 Guatemala Mission Team. The
OSLC logo was redesigned in 2022 with elements reflecting the unique architecture of the
sanctuary, the 2019 addition of the south stained-glass window, our affiliation with the ELCA,
and the eternal presence of our Lord and Saviour.

References to the Tree of Life are found in both the Old and New Testaments. It has both
literal and symbolic meaning for Christians: it is the literal tree of life in Genesis, and in
Revelation it represents everlasting life granted to those who display fruits of the spirit and of
righteousness aligned with God’s principles.

Our Saviour’s Vision, Mission, and Values (October 4, 2018)

Vision God calls us to be a community of discipleship for all,
making Christ’s love real in our daily lives.

Mission Grow in faith and Christian calling
Love and serve God and neighbor
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Values Centered in liturgical worship
Outreach to campus and partnership with Purdue Lutheran Ministry
Education and mentoring for all ages
Responsible stewardship of resources
Care, compassion and service in the local and global community
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